CALL FOR PAPERS: Jewish Women and Books

For most of Jewish history, Jewish books were created almost exclusively by men. Since the advent of the modern period, however, more and more women have joined the enterprise of producing and consuming Jewish books, as readers, authors, editors, publishers and consumers. Recent studies such as Iris Parush’s Nashim kor’ot (Reading Women) have shown the ways in which Jewish women’s reading influenced the development of the Haskalah, while studies of forgotten Yiddish and Hebrew writers have helped form a Jewish female literary tradition.

Issue no. 15 of Nashim: A Journal of Jewish Women’s Studies and Gender Issues, under the consulting editorship of Wendy Zierler of Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion, seeks essays dedicated to various questions pertaining to gender and Jewish books. Topics on which submissions are invited include (but are not limited to):

· Women scribes/copyists in the Middle Ages

· Jewish women as editors, publishers or booksellers

· The salon women as purveyors of written culture

· Gender politics in the multilingual world of Jewish publishing

· Libraries as gendered sites of intellectual experience

· Books as a subject in women’s writing

· Gender and translation

· The text of a book as gendered body

· Women’s roles in “midwifing” books by men

· The recovery of forgotten women’s/GLBT books 

· Women as public intellectuals or literary critics

· Gendered book and literary cultures in Israel and in the Jewish world

· Haredi women’s book cultures

· Gendered publication of liturgy

· Transgender issues in Jewish literature

Proposals for submissions of up to 15,000 words, not previously published or under consideration for publication elsewhere, should be sent to the Managing Editor of Nashim by February 1, 2007, by e-mail (preferably) to nashim@schechter.ac.il; or by fax to +972-3-7256592. Final date for submission of articles: August 1, 2007. All scholarly articles will be subject to peer review. Academic Editor of Nashim: Renée Levine Melammed.

Nashim is published jointly by the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute, and Indiana University Press.
